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to Mahatma Gandhi, from Beethoven to Rainakrishna,
from Michel Angelo to Vivekananda. And oblivious
of the racial and nationalistic hatred around him, he
found his way. And into everyone of his biographies
from Tolstoy to Vivekananda, he infused his own new
ly-found convictions, and an ever-growing belief in the
fundamental similarity of all human creation.

Romain Rolland's preoccupation with things eas-
tern, and in particular with India, is not the result of
some abstract and purely intellectual conflict between
the principles of contemplation and action, between the
oriental tendency towards introspection and the occiden-
tal conception of a permanent dualism in the life of man:
India for Romain Rolland was, first and foremost, an
intensely gei^Q^Lexperience, indeed almost a revelation
which from his early youth served the purpose of creat-
ing an equilibrium, a stability, so sadly lacking in the
life of most westerners. The intensity of Rolland's In-
dian experience explains both his strength and his weak-
ness as a champion of Indian thought and culture. Fre-
quently purely mental phenomena were invested with
an emotional glamour foreign to them and on the other
hand, the westerner's attempt to rationalize, sometimes
brought about to Indians an almost intolerable anti-
climax and bathos. Whenever exaggerated emotions or
rationalization were introduced, Rolland the Frenchman
seems to lose himself in an indefinite vagueness which at
times is both painful and disconcerting.

Personal experiences, however, are undoubtedly of
this kind; they begin as a voyage of discovery, explor-
ing ever new vistas in as yet unconquered territory, un-
til some insurmountable obstacle is reached, a mountain